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Controversies in the Abortion Debate
The debate over whether or not abortion should be a legal option continues to divide Americans long after the US Supreme Court’s 7-2 decision on Roe v. Wade declared the procedure a fundamental right on Jan. 22, 1973. The pro-life proponents believe abortion is immoral, unacceptable, and illegal because it fails to preserve the life of an innocent being (Maureen, 2013). The pro-life perspectives contend that individual human life begins at fertilization, which makes an abortion tantamount to immoral killing. On the other hand, the landmark court ruling that the Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution protects an abortion because it guarantees women the right to choose privacy propels the advocacy for Pro-Choice claim (History.com Editors, 2018). The advocates of a Pro-Choice argument articulate that individuals exude unlimited autonomy with respect to their own reproductive systems, which presents an alternative standpoint. 
Importantly, the ideological differences and religious doctrines elicit multiple parties to the debate about abortion care in the U.S. Hartig reveals that 61% of evangelical Christians, 59% of Republicans, 24% of Democrats, 40% of women, and 43% of men believe abortion should be illegal in all or most cases (2018). However, parties have exhibited deviation from their pro-life claim to embrace changes and adopt a favorable perspective toward the legalization of abortion. Notably, the percentage of Republicans supporting the pro-life claim has dropped from 48% in 1995 to 36% in 2018 (ibid). The paradigm shifts to favor pro-choice claim among political class complement my belief of respect for the privacy right among women. 
Information Supporting the Pro-Life Claim
Life Begins at Conception 
The detail of the development of human life in the womb is a profound piece of information used to propagate the pro-life claim and counter the surge of the perspectives to legalize abortion. Maureen (2013) embraces the humanity of human being to support the pro-life claim by revealing that a unique organism comes into existence after a biological process of fertilization occurs in the womb. Consequently, after conception, the new form of life possesses the DNA structures of a complete person and requires legal protection to develop into human life (Clowes, 2011). Therefore, an argument that life begins at the conception is a prominent claim that depicts abortion as an immoral action that annihilates the life of another human being.
High Risk of Clinical Depression 

The adverse psychological effect of abortion is another piece of information used to propel the pro-life claim. A study reveals that 39% of women recorded three or more symptoms of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) after presenting for abortion care, which emanates from sexual, physical, and emotional abuses (Biggs, Rowland, McCulloch, & Foster, 2016). The high risk of clinical depression becomes an integral rallying call for the pro-life advocacy groups (ibid). Therefore, the threat of dwindling mental health triggers the perceptions of pregnant women against abortion care. 
Religious Doctrines 


Unanimously, the majority of the religious systems condemn abortion because it contravenes the fundamental doctrines about the value of human life. Evidently, the Catholic Christian prohibits abortion because it perceives the life of an individual as sacred from its beginning (SPUC, 2018). The Evangelium Vitae provides an explicit view of the Catholic Church about abortion because of the encyclical letter that details of the struggles between the cultures of life vis-à-vis death (ibid).  Therefore, astute followers of religious doctrines tend to align with the argument of pro-life claim about the abolition of abortion care. 
Conflict with the Personal Opinion
The claim that abortion should be an illegal conflict with my personal beliefs about the right to privacy and respect for individual autonomy. From a religious perspective, the Creator grants an individual with autonomy to make a decision about his or her body. Therefore, in tandem with the ruling that the Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution grant women implicit protection to seek abortion care, I believe that the Pro-Life advocacy contravenes the principle of human autonomy and privacy right. 
Rhetoric and Fallacies in Pro-Life Argument
The divisive debate in the U.S. propels the Pro-life advocates to use multiple approaches to gain populace, which includes scientific facts and fallacies to prove their point. First, an argument that a fertilized egg enjoys similar rights as a grown individual is a fallacy because it contravenes the ruling held in Roe v. Wade (1973) that held women enjoy the protection of implicit privacy rights (History.com Editors, 2018). Therefore, a blanket ban on abortion care is a weak policy because it utilizes an inadequate fallacy. 
Secondly, Pro-Life proponents rely on celebrities marketing to propel their argument. Prominent personalities that include Celine Dion, Nick Cannon, and Andrea Bocelli are used to advocate the argument about the immorality and illegality of abortion care. The use of a famous personality is a prominent marketing strategy in a management discipline to yield predetermined outcomes. Therefore, Pro-Life advocates aim to create awareness and influence public perspectives using a celebrity-marketing approach.   
Thirdly, the proponents associate abortion with a murder felony to discourage women from seeking such a procedure. Maureen refutes the claim that a zygote is a human being because it fails the thresholds of viability, the capacity to feel pain, and birth (2013). Therefore, it is a fallacy to equate abortion to a murder felony because the advocates of a Pro-Life claim use an ideology rather than scientific facts to prosecute their argument. 
Research 
Current Scientific Findings of the Pro-Life Claim


Besides fallacies, the Pro-Life utilizes scientific studies to influence the perspectives about the immorality and illegality of abortion care. A notable study about the embryonic and fetal development reveals that a fetus at the 9th week can bend its fingers around an object and suck its thumb (Clowes, 2011). Another study reveals that a fetal pain after 20 weeks of gestation has an elaborate nerves system that facilitates an unborn baby to interpret and transmit painful sensation from the skin to the brain via a spinal cord (Grossu, 2017). Other fetal development milestones that exhibit the existence of life in the unborn child include advanced heartbeat in the 18-24 days of conception and the ability to kick as well as turn in the mother’s womb after the 12th week. Therefore, the embryonic development milestones provide scientific proofs of the existence of human life, which need a safeguard. 
Approaches to Assess the Probabilities of Pro-Life Claim

The manifestation of Pro-Life advocacy in the U.S. is profound in the current Republican administration. First, President Donald Trump actualized his promise to appoint a Pro-Life judge to the Supreme Court and overturn the landmark Roe v. Wade (1973) court ruling (North, 2018). A president in the U.S. exhibits significant power to influence paradigm shifts in the political, judicial, and social parameters. Therefore, the appointment of anti-abortion Justice Brett Kavanaugh increases the probability to reverse the precedents in the abortion-related court cases.  

Consequently, the pieces of legislation in the U.S. exhibit the influence of President Trump because of the proliferation of laws that threatens the tenets of the Roe v. Wade landmark ruling. Specifically, a number of the Republican-based States that include Mississippi, Iowa, and Ohio have enacted legislation that restrict all or part of abortion care in their jurisdiction (North, 2018). The change in the country accords the Pro-Life advocacy groups a favorable opportunity to propel their arguments because of the perception of a friendly Supreme Court and President Trump’s anti-abortion manifesto (Resnikoff, 2013).  Therefore, the appointment of Justice Kavanaugh and anti-abortion policies are critical events that influence profound philosophical shifts in the U.S., which tilts the debate in favor of the Pro-Life Claim. 
Conclusion 
The debate over whether or not abortion should be a legal option continues to divide Americans long after the US Supreme Court’s 7-2 decision on Roe v. Wade declared the procedure a "fundamental right" on Jan. 22, 1973. The divergent opinions and controversies inherent in the abortion care present a knife-edge scenario in the U.S. reproductive care system because of impediments that women experience. Personally, the pro-life claim fails to acknowledge fundamental rights and protection that the Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution bestows to women in the country. Further, the argument of Pro-Life portrays the historical inequality and violation of women right because it limits the latter’s ability to leverage their human autonomy. Therefore, I support the need to enact healthcare legislation that hinges on the tenets of Pro-Choice claim.
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